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www.thelighthousechurchofnewcastle.ca
Vision:  “To be a tangible expression of Jesus Christ in our community.”
Core Values
Growing in our Love for God

· We are committed to growing in our relationship with God.  Through our learning and humble obedience to God, we endeavor to pursue a deeper love with God.  
Growing in our Love for others

· We are committed to developing a deep love for others.  Jesus calls us beyond a casual love to an unconditional and sacrificial love –a pursuing desire for others.  We desire to develop this love for all.  We desire for our church to be one where our love is experienced by our acceptance, welcoming and invitation to belong.
· We will aspire to be a community known for forgiveness and reconciliation.  We will endeavor to engage in rather than ignore conflicts that arise and see them as opportunities to participate in God’s work of reconciliation among us.
The Bible and the Holy Spirit as fundamental elements of our faith
· We see the Bible as God’s trustworthy and authoritative revelation to us.  The Holy Spirit enables us to understand scripture and to live according to His written Word.  We will aspire to follow all of the Bible’s instruction so that we can experience God and love Him.
Prayer

· We will aspire to always pray.  We will seek to hear from God in prayer before we act.  As a church we will gather corporately for prayer on a regular basis.

Authenticity/Integrity

· We will aspire to be people who are honest about where we are on our journey of faith
· We will aspire to live what we preach and what we value

· We will aspire to be honest in our relationships and transparent in our struggle with sin 
· We aspire to welcome and love everyone
To Value Others Above Ourselves (Phil 2:3)
· we will aspire to always put others first  -when it comes to the identity of our community, the activities we participate in, how we allocate and dispense our resources (including our budget), 

· we will aspire to be “all things to all people” for the spiritual benefit of others (1 Corinthians 9:21).  In our decision making, we will aspire to consider the spiritual benefit of others first

Statement of Faith 
The Apostle’s Creed is one of the earliest creeds adopted by the church and it outlines what we believe is foundational to the Christian faith.  

–Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
    the Creator of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
    born of the Virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into Hades*
The third day He arose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
    whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church**,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and life everlasting.

Amen.
*  The cultural and historic meaning of Hades is “death” and “the grave”.

* *Catholic is used in the historic sense of universal.
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2011 Budget
	
	

	
	2011 Budget

	
	

	Category A: Investing in Ourselves
	

	  Rent
	7000

	  Administration
	1000

	  Coffee/Snack Supplies
	300

	  Office Supplies
	100

	  Misc. Equipment
	100

	  Christian Education
	500

	  Guest Honourariums
	1000

	Category A: Subtotal
	10000

	
	

	Category B: Investing in Others
	

	  Children's Hunger Fund
	3000

	  Food Bank
	3000

	  Other Local
	1000

	  Community/Relationship Building
	3000

	Newcastle Project *
	10000

	Category B: Subtotal
	20000

	
	

	TOTAL 
	30000


*  The goal of the Newcastle Project is to identify an opportunity to meet an felt need within the community of Newcastle and to create an opportunity for our people to serve in meeting that need.  
